
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
This reflection comes from Sunday’s Gospel, Luke 1:26-38

The question often can come up when reflecting on Mary, “what does 
it mean that she was born without original sin?”. While some deeper 
theological discussions can occur regarding what this means, I find 
peace with the simple answer that it represents that Mary always 
sought to do the will of God. 

In the Gospel for the Fourth week of Advent, we not only see the 
courage of Mary’s yes to the will of God, but also the role of the Angel 
Gabriel in telling her about God’s will.  This passage invites us to also 
pay attention to the various angels in our own lives that unveil the will 
of God, and for us to follow Mary’s example and to say yes to the invi-
tation of those angels to do God’s will. 

How do we identify the angels in our life? I like to think that the angels 
in our lives are anyone who challenges us to be closer to how God 
calls us to imitate Christ. Saint John Baptist de La Salle invites us to be 
these “visible angels” that challenge students to learn, but we can often 
forget that students take on this role as well when they call on us to 
grow in patience, love, and humility in order to better serve them. 
It is not enough to only listen to the angels of our lives, but to also have 
the courage like Mary to say yes. 

When we say yes to serving God it is likely that we will face challeng-
es, struggles, and setbacks. However, the one guarantee is that when 
we say yes to what God invites us to do, we are given the opportunity 
to grow closer to who Jesus called us to be, and that journey is life’s 
greatest adventure. As we welcome Christ this Christmas, I invite you to 
prepare with me by seeking out our angels, developing the courage to 
say yes, and celebrating the opportunity to be part of Christ’s mission. 

“...nothing will be impossible for God.”
Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord.
May it be done to me according to your word.”
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